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BOOK NOTICE 

Peter Wyse Jackson. 2014. Ireland’s Generous Nature: The Past and Present Uses of Wild Plants in Ireland. 

(ISBN-13: 978-0915279784, hbk). Missouri Botanical Garden Press, P.O. Box 299, St. Louis, Missouri 
63166-0299, U.S.A. (Orders: www.mbgpress.org). $60.00 (leather bound $75.00), 768 pp., illustrated. 

From the publisher: Dr. Peter Wyse Jackson’s Ireland’s Generous Nature is the first ever comprehensive account of 
the historical and present-day uses of wild plant species in Ireland. It records a wealth of traditional knowledge 
about Irish plant use, knowledge that has been disappearing fast. More than 1500 wild plants are detailed in a 
systematic list, which gives both their Irish and English names. Many historical references have been included 
from a wide range of Irish literature. This lively and scholarly book shows how plants have been used in virtu¬ 
ally every aspect of human life in Ireland: food, clothes, medicine, construction, drinks, veterinary medicine, 
human health and beauty, and even death. The book is richly illustrated with photographs, as well as botanical 
paintings by Irish artist Lydia Shackleton (1828-1914). Its blend of scientific and historic facts with myths, 
superstition and tales offers an unrivalled account of the rich heritage of Irish plants. 

Set offshore at the far fringe of Europe, its historic subsistence rural culture so long remote from indus¬ 
trial development or bourgeois mores, Ireland should offer an encyclopedic heritage of the use of wild plants as 
food and medicine, for everyday utility or symbolic ritual. For early centuries, indeed, the importance of plant 
knowledge was tempered as much by a continuing pagan respect for nature as by the herb gardens of the many 
monasteries. ... More than half of the 925 native plants of this island have been useful to its people, but no¬ 
where, until now, have their stories been gathered together so systematically, both for Irish readers and the 
wider cultural and scientific audience. 


J.Bot. Res. Inst. Texas 8(1): 260.2014 



